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military defeat into a pacific democracy. The Germans may 
rid themselves of their reigning house, as the French rid them- 
selves of Napoleon III in 1871, without wishing to forget the war. 

M. J. 

The Wrack of the Storm. By Maurice Maeterlinck. Trans- 
lated by Alexander Teixeira de Mattos. London: Methuen 
and Company, Ltd., 1916. Pp. x, 278. Price, 5s. net. 

The title of M. Maeterlinck's book is in significant contrast with 
M. Rolland's, who is apparently above the storm that is shaking 
the world. M. Maeterlinck is in it; "I tried to lift myself above 
the fray, but the higher I rose I saw the justice of one cause and 
the infamy of the other." As a good patriot, M. Maeterlinck 
for the first time utters words of malediction, for in rejecting 
hatred he would have "shown himself a traitor to love." The 
volume contains all the essays published and all the speeches 
delivered by M. Maeterlinck since the beginning of the war; but 
at the end of the book is printed a sketch in the manner of the 
Flemish primitives, first printed in 1886, which strikes the reader 
rather as a make-weight than as a sort of "vague symbolic 
prophecy of the behaviour of the Germans in Belgium." 

Many of the papers are remarkable for the fine yet simple 
quality of his rhetoric, and when speaking of the dead and the 
part played by Belgium and Italy in the war. " In Memoriam, " 
"Heroism," and "The dead do not die" will bear re-reading for 
their compelling eloquence; and as such effective rhetoric does not 
flourish in England or America, we welcome it in M. Briand's 
speeches, and in M. Maeterlinck's writings. In the essay called 
"The Will of Earth," he gives us a new theory. Earth, or 
Nature, he tells us, is not infallible; it openly favours brute and 
physical force, while the will of humanity (or at least a. portion of 
humanity) seeks to set up an empire of more subtle and less 
animal forces. Hitherto Earth's will has always won; but now 
"the adverse will is encountering an unexpected and unsur- 
mountable resistance. If this resistance, as we can now no 
longer doubt, maintains itself victoriously to the end, there will 
never perhaps have been such a sudden change in the history of 
mankind; for man will have gained over the will of Earth, or 
Nature, or fatality, triumph infinitely more significant, more 
heavily fraught with consequences, and perhaps more decisive 
than all those which, in other provinces appear to have crowned 
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his efforts more brilliantly." The same theory is developed in 
the "Hour of Destiny," — Fate has been preparing through the 
ages the destruction of civilization by the Germans — a horde of 
barbarians — but behold, at the critical moment civilization 
defied the decree of Fate, and "the unacknowledged desire of the 
planet" — the Immanent will, in Thomas Hardy's phrase, — is in 
process of being brought into subjection by the will of man. 

M. J. 

Povebty and Riches. A Study of the Industrial Regime. By 
Scott Nearing, Ph.D. Philadelphia: The John C. Winston 
Company, 1916. Pp. 293. Price, $1.00 net. 

In this book Dr. Nearing reviews the whole modern industrial 
system from the point of view of its significance for the very poor. 
If there is any one to whom it has never occurred that the growth 
of the machine process has brought into existence a series of 
terrible problems arising from the bitter poverty of the lowest 
industrial classes — he would do well to read this book; for with 
its vivid descriptions and startling statistics of the inferior posi- 
tion of the laboring classes, well illustrated by a series of photo- 
graphs in which the living conditions of the very rich and the very 
poor are brought into striking contrast, the book is certain to 
make a strong appeal to the emotional responses of the reader. 

But it is unfortunate that this class of readers is so small — or 
rather, that the author has taken others so little into account. 
For those who know the suffering and helplessness of poverty first 
hand as well as those who know of the existence of poverty but 
relegate it to the subliminal regions of consciousness do not need 
to be told with emphatic reiteration that competitive industry 
involves poverty. They need a clear, accurate, comprehensive 
analysis of our social machinery in which the relation of the 
problems of poverty to all the other problems of the social order is 
made absolutely clear and irrefutable. Dr. Nearing's book does 
not present such an analysis both because accuracy of perspective 
is incompatible with the frank adoption of the point of view of 
one class, and also because the author has an inveterate habit of 
reading more design into this mechanical universe than actually 
exists. "Thinking in such terms," he says on page 11, "and 
applying their thought to the affairs of the state, the English- 
speaking world built up a social system on the supposition that 



